Fat in the cerebral falx.
Fat within the cerebral falx is commonly encountered in our daily practice but has never been characterized and reported. The purpose of this study was to determine the incidence of fat within the cerebral falx and to identify its clinical features. The cerebral falx was prospectively imaged in 1,570 consecutive brain computed tomographic scans and its features characterized. Cerebral magnetic resonance imaging was done in some patients. Of the 1,570 cases studied, 115 revealed a small amount of fat in the cerebral falx. This fat had a purely negative Hounsfield value. It produced a high signal on both T1- and T2-weighted magnetic resonance images. There was no calcified component. The fat was seen most commonly in aged patients. No related symptoms were noted. Among the patients studied, fat in the cerebral falx had an incidence of 7.3%. It is an incidental finding in adults and requires no further evaluation or treatment.